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ABSTRACT
The deformation of a projectile during ballistic interaction with material prior to its termination can detail its path and 

deceleration during the capture must be minimized by increasing the distance over which the projectile stops by more than 

to 12 gauge. The degree of damage varied from minimal deformation to no visible deformation. The ability to capture 

incurred damage of interest to be assessed in the context of future investigations. In conclusion, the bullet recovery device 
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Methods

Figure 1

Table 1.

Figure 2

Figure 1: Bullet capturing device construction.

Table 1: Firearms and ammunition used.
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Results

(Figures 3-8)

(Figure 
3)

Figure 4

(Figure 5)

Figure 6

(Figure 7)

(Figure 8)

Figure 3: Intact 9mm bullet (left) compared to 

Figure 4: Intact .22 LR bullet (left) compared 
to three (3) tested .22 LR bullets.

Figure 5: Intact .40 S&W 165Gr bullet (left) 
compared to one (1) intact 165Gr and two (2) 

Figure 6: Intact .223 Remington bullet (left) 
compared to three (3) tested .223 Remington bullets.

Figure 7: Intact .44 Magnum bullet (left) compared 



AFTE Journal -- Volume 56 Number 1 -- Winter/Spring 2024

76

Figure 8 Figure 9

Figure 8: Intact 12-gauge slugs (left) compared 
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Conclusion
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